Principals’ Letter – Spring Term 2021
Week Ending 8th January 2021
Dear Parent(s)/Carer(s)
We have written to you a lot this week so we’ll keep it as short as possible. When we wrote to Year 11
families earlier in the week we promised an update on what the government has said about the
summer; sadly the only news that has been released is that it is likely to be the end of February before
any official announcements are made. This means we will be prepared for all eventualities and keep
covering their exam content throughout the lockdown.
It has been really lovely to get feedback from so many of you about how home learning is going and
we will continue to listen and to learn as we manage lockdown life and teaching. We can see how
much time and effort is already being put in to home learning by our families and we will be sharing
this with you over the next few weeks.
January is not always the most joyful month of the year and this will be one of the hardest. Below you
will see a calendar from Action for Happiness which may give you some ideas about how to tackle the
next few days and weeks. It can be easy to see someone that is kind as a pushover however no one
should ever mistake kindness for weakness. As we’ve seen in America over recent days staying kind is
often not the easy option.
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We, like you, want the infection rate in Harlow to drop and to get back to normality as soon as possible.
Please stay well.
This may be of use to some families:

New Year's Reflection From Miss Banks:
Now more than ever our kindness is going to play an important part in keeping people safe, if we reflect
on last year and the things we did, I hope you can feel proud in the sacrifices you made, the help you
gave to make life easier for your loved ones at home or your shielding family.
I can say that the choices I made helped to me to reflect as a person, the importance of slowing down,
appreciating the little things and how material items are not as important as health and time spent
with family.
Even though it is a new year we should not forget the things we did to help and to be kind in 2020,
little did I know that I would still be keeping people safe, by shopping, running errands, doorstep drops
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of homemade cake and picking up the phone to talk. These are the things that I will continue with
when we get out of this. My family and I provided our family friends a Christmas dinner with all the
trimmings. A small act of kindness to people in need will go far. What can you do this year? You might
surprise yourself.
It is not too late to plan your resolutions for the year, you have already been asked this in form time
this week, perhaps you could find someone who needs help or even a 'hi' as you pass them on your
daily walk. That small contact you have with that individual could make their day. Have a think and
write them down, what could you do to help around the house? I am sure any help will be much
appreciated.
It is now more important to be mindful of others and how they are feeling. It's good to talk, a problem
shared is a problem halved. Miss Banks
SAMLEARNING: It is great to see students using Samlearning to fill in any gaps in time when they finish
early in lessons. All of these students have used the site for two hours this week, showing real
commitment to high standards
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English Department: The following extract is from Lauren Fearon's short story (Year 8). I am sure you
will agree, it is a lovely read.
I was introduced into the most wonderful island I have ever graced my eyes on. Trees swept down to
protect us from the burning sunlight and a waterfall poured and flooded the whole island giving every
layer a healthy amount of water and lakes. There were a few mysteries about that island like how the
sun was so far away; however, the minute you stepped outside the ship you got an instant tan! Or
how, if you placed your feet in the crystal blue waters, it would feel shallow but, if you placed your
head under the water, it would go down and down and down. It was no illusion either - you could swim
under those reefs for centuries! The strangest thing about the waters was that you did not need oxygen
to swim under the surface! It was like the master that created the planet’s seas wanted all to see it: to
have the powers of a god!
After a long stroll around the island, I found something extraordinary: a little cottage! On a humanfree island! Seconds later, after the cottage’s strange appearance, I saw another surprise! The boy from
the ship! He came charging at me, grabbed my shoulders and said, ‘I’m so sorry for not introducing
myself properly!’ He was still panting when words leapt out of his mouth: ‘I go by Yukio! Yukio Naoki!’
It was the strangest name I had ever heard...

Safeguarding: With many students working online at the moment and using electronic devices to also
play games and access content, we have decided to include some information for parents and students
about a variety of online platforms and games as well as offering parents some advice too. With this
in mind, here are the first two posters in a series of posters we will be sending over the coming weeks.
The two posters are poignant at the moment as they relate to Online Learning. Please note, the
student poster mentions student wearing school uniform, we are not expecting students to be wearing
uniform at home!
The posters have been designed by the National Online Safety organisation, here is the link
https://nationalonlinesafety.com/ They have a mobile app for parents you may wish to download and
use? We hope you find the posters useful in highlighting some of the issues associated with the various
games and platforms.
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Year 11: The link below is to support parent and carers with students who are looking at their next
steps.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1j79gyTqhzH6ikWVWJzUgEStxyySbA91v/view?goal=0_075a
5d0dae-dd21ab1156-212116636&mc_cid=dd21ab1156&mc_eid=36ec35cd30

Natalie Christie & Vic Goddard
Co-Principals of Passmores Academy

Interested in becoming a primary or secondary teacher?
Contact Gareth Walsh on g.walsh@passmoresacademy.com
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