Key Stage 3
English

For the next four weeks, select different challenges to complete. You do not need to do all of
them – but we expect a minimum of two writing tasks and the reading task to be completed.
There are two reading tasks, the second is slightly harder than the first: set the challenge that
is suitable to you. You can do both! You are also expected to keep up with your reading, so
keep reading all of your wonderful books!
You can submit your work back to your teacher via the envelope or send a copy to them via
Show My Homework or their school email address.
If you have any feedback, please email at: m.gladen@passmoresacademy.com

English Matrix – Developing our writing
Create a book
cover and synopsis
(summary) for a
book entitled
‘Awakening’

Select 12 songs
that reflect a book
that you have read

Write a 500-word
story about an
object you find in
your house

Create a poem
with the theme of
Spring

Create a quiz for
your family
members on a
topic of your
choice

Write a letter
arguing your point
of view on a topic
that you are
passionate about

Create a news
story based on an
event in your
home-town
(fictional or nonfictional)

Create a leaflet on
sustainability: what
sustainability
means and what
people can do to
be sustainable

Write a letter to an
NHS worker
thanking them for
their hard work

Using any book,
reflect upon how
the writer uses
language to make
the reader think or
feel something

Plan your perfect
day – what would
happen?

Watch a film: How
does the film open
to engage the
audience?

Read a recipe and
cook something
with an adult
present

Make a treasure
hunt for your
family. Include a
map, clues and a
final destination

Create a leaflet on
self-care. How
should people look
after themselves?

Read a book and
create a book
review

Keep a journaldecorate it to
represent your
personality

Explain your point
of view on the use
of technology in
schools. Should it
be used?

Write a speech
where you
persuade people to
visit your favourite
area in the town

Write a film review

Create an
interview with a
character from a
novel/play you
have studied at
school

Write a descriptive
piece of writing
where you
describe
somewhere that
you have never
been

Design your own
character- explain
why you have
chosen certain
characteristics.
Why have you
chosen that outfit?

Write a radio script
and perform it with
your family

Pick a character.
What can you infer
from their
appearance? Link
your ideas to
physiognomy

Let’s develop our skills further – we
can also improve upon our best!
Have you included capital letter and full stops in the correct place?
Do you have a variety of punctuation?
Have you chosen the best word choices?
Are your spellings correct?
Have you used paragraphs?
Have you attempted to use different sentence types and different lengths?
Are you proud of what you have written?
Could you make some changes to make it even better?

Developing our Comprehension
Chapter 1
A Perfectly Normal Family
THIS IS THE story of Barnaby Brocket, and to understand Barnaby, first you have to understand
his parents; two people who were so afraid of anyone who was different that they did a
terrible thing that would have the most appalling consequences for everyone they loved.
We begin with Barnaby’s father, Alistair, who considered himself to be a completely
normal man. He led a normal life in a normal house, lived in a normal neighbourhood where
he did normal things in a normal way. His wife was normal, as were his two children.
Alistair had no time for people who were unusual or who made a show of themselves
in public. When he was sitting on a Metro train and a group of teenagers were talking loudly
nearby, he would wait until the next stop, jump off and move to a different carriage before
the doors could close again. When he was eating in a restaurant – not one of those fancy new
restaurants with difficult menus and confusing food; a normal one – he grew irritated if his
evening was spoiled by waiters singing ‘Happy Birthday’ to some attention-seeking diner.
He worked as a solicitor at the firm of Bother & Blastit in the most magnificent city in
the world – Sydney, Australia – where he specialized in last wills and testaments, a rather grim
employment that suited him down to the ground. It was a perfectly normal thing, after all, to
prepare a will. Nothing unusual in that. When clients came to see him in his office, they often
found themselves a little nervous, for drawing up a will can be a difficult or distressing matter.
‘Please don’t upset yourself,’ Alistair would say on such occasions. ‘It’s perfectly
normal to die. We all have to do it one day. Imagine how awful it would be if we lived for ever!
The planet would collapse under all that excess weight.’
Which is not to say that Alistair cared very much about the planet’s welfare; he didn’t.
Only hippies and new age types worried about things like that.
There is a belief held by some, particularly by those who live in the Far East, that each
of us – you included – comprises one half of a couple separated before birth in the vast and
complex universe, and that we spend our lives searching for that detached soul who can make
us feel whole again. Until that day comes, we all feel a little out of sorts. Sometimes
completeness is found through meeting someone who, on first appearances, seems to be the
opposite of who we are. A man who likes art and poetry, for example, might end up falling in
love with a woman who spends her afternoons up to her elbows in engine grease. A healthyeating lady with an interest in outdoor sports might find herself drawn to a fellow who enjoys
nothing more than watching them from the comfort of his living-room armchair with a beer
in one hand and a sandwich in the other. It takes all sorts, after all. But Alistair Brocket always
knew that he could never share his life with someone who wasn’t as normal as he was, even
though that in itself would have been a perfectly normal thing to do.

Comprehension questions

The Terrible Thing That Happened to Barnaby Brocket
written by John Boyne
Question One:
To understand Barnaby what is the first thing you need to understand?

Question Two:
What is Barnaby’s father called?

Question Three:
What sort of life did Barnaby’s father lead?

Question Four:
How many siblings (brothers or sisters) does Barnaby have?

Question Five:
What would make Alistair get off a Metro train?

Question Six:
What country does Barnaby live in?

Question Seven:
Why does the writer describe Alistair’s job as ‘rather grim employment’?

Question Eight:
Who does Alistair think are the only people that care about the planet’s welfare?

Question Nine:
Who might a man that likes art and poetry fall in love with?

Developing our Comprehension – the super challenge!

Describe the relationship between the Aztecs and their leaders:

