An Inspector Calls - questions
How far does Priestley present Mrs Birling as an unlikeable character? 

Write about: 
• what Mrs Birling says and does in the play 
• how Priestley presents her by the ways he writes. 
[30 marks] 
AO4 [4 marks] 

How does Priestley use the character of the Inspector to suggest ways that society could be improved? Write about: 
• what society is shown to be like in the play and how it might be improved 
• how Priestley presents society through what the Inspector says and does. 
[30 marks] 
AO4 [4 marks] 

How and why does Sheila change in An Inspector Calls? Write about: 
• how Sheila responds to her family and to the Inspector 
• how Priestley presents Sheila by the ways he writes. 
[30 marks]
AO4 [4 marks] 

How does Priestley explore responsibility in An Inspector Calls? Write about: 
• the ideas about responsibility in An Inspector Calls 
• how Priestley presents these ideas by the ways he writes. 
[30 marks] 
AO4 [4 marks] 
How does Priestley present some of the differences between the older and younger generations in An Inspector Calls? Write about: 
• how the different generations respond to events and to each other 
• how Priestley presents the different generations in the play. 
[30 marks] 
AO4 [4 marks] 


What do you think is the importance of the ending of An Inspector Calls? Write about: 
• how the ending of the play presents some important ideas 
• how Priestley presents these ideas by the ways he writes. 
[30 marks] 
AO4 [4 marks] 
How does Priestley present Gerald’s relationships with women in An Inspector Calls? Write about: 
• the way Gerald treats women in the play 
• how Priestley presents Gerald’s relationships with women. 
[30 marks] 
AO4 [4 marks] 
How does Priestley use Eva Smith to represent poverty in An Inspector Calls? Write about: 
• what Eva’s life is like in the play 
• how Priestley uses Eva to represent the lives of poor people. 
[30 marks] 
AO4 [4 marks] 
How does Priestley show that tension is at the heart of the Birling family? 
(30 marks) 
AO4 [4 marks] 

Priestley criticises the selfishness of people like the Birlings. What methods does he use to present this selfishness? 
(30 marks) 
AO4 [4 marks] 
How does Priestley present Eric in An Inspector Calls? Write about: 
• what Eric says and does 
• how other characters respond to him 
• the methods Priestley uses to present Eric. 
(30 marks) 
AO4 [4 marks] 


Write about the differences between Sheila and Sybil Birling in the play An Inspector Calls. You should write about: 
• what they say and do 
• their different attitudes 
• the methods Priestley uses to present Sheila and Sybil Birling. 
(30 marks) 
AO4 [4 marks] 
An Inspector Calls has been called ‘a play of contrasts’. Write about how Priestley presents some of the contrasts in the play. 
(30 marks) 
AO4 [4 marks] 


How does Priestley present the change in Sheila during the course of the play An Inspector Calls? How do you think this change reflects some of Priestley’s ideas? 
(30 marks) 
AO4 [4 marks] 
How does Priestley present Gerald in An Inspector Calls? Write about: 
• what Gerald says and does 
• how other characters respond to him 
• the methods Priestley uses to present Gerald. 
(30 marks) 
AO4 [4 marks] 
What do you think Priestley is trying to tell us about responsibility in the play An Inspector Calls? Write about: 
• what some of the characters say and do 
• the methods Priestley uses to present his ideas on responsibility. 
(30 marks) 
AO4 [4 marks] 


Arthur Birling says, ‘If we were all responsible for everything that happened to everybody we’d had anything to do with, it would be very awkward, wouldn’t it?’ How does Priestley present ideas about responsibility in An Inspector Calls?
(30 marks) 
AO4 [4 marks]  
How do you respond to Gerald in ‘An Inspector Calls’? How does Priestley make you respond as you do by the ways he writes? 
(30 marks) 
AO4 [4 marks] 
How does Priestley present the Inspector in An Inspector Calls? Write about: 
• what the Inspector says and does 
• the methods Priestley uses to present the Inspector. 
(30 marks) 
AO4 [4 marks] 




Write about the differences between Arthur Birling and Eric Birling in the play An Inspector Calls. You should write about: 
• what Arthur and Eric Birling are like 
• their different attitudes 
• the methods Priestley uses to present Arthur and Eric Birling. 
(30 marks) 
AO4 [4 marks] 


What do you think is the importance of Inspector Goole and how does Priestley present him? 
(30 marks) 
AO4 [4 marks] 

How does Priestley present Arthur Birling in An Inspector Calls? Write about: 
• what Arthur Birling says and does 
• the methods Priestley uses to present him. 
(30 marks) 
AO4 [4 marks] 
In An Inspector Calls Eric and Sheila Birling are brother and sister. How are they alike and how are they different? Write about: 
• what Eric and Sheila say and do 
• similarities and differences between them 
• the methods Priestley uses to present Eric and Sheila. 
(30 marks) 
AO4 [4 marks] 
In Act 2 of An Inspector Calls, Sheila says to her mother, Mrs Birling, “But we must stop these silly pretences.” How does Priestley show, in his presentation of Mrs Birling, that she often pretends to be something she is not? 
(30 marks) 
AO4 [4 marks] 
How important do you think social class is in An Inspector Calls and how does Priestley present ideas about social class? 
(30 marks) 
AO4 [4 marks] 

How does Priestley present Sybil Birling in An Inspector Calls? Write about: 
• what Sybil Birling says and does 
• the methods Priestley uses to present her. 
(30 marks) 
AO4 [4 marks] 

How does Priestley present the family life of the Birlings in An Inspector Calls? Write about: 
• what the members of the Birling family say and do 
• what happens within the Birling family 
• the methods Priestley uses to present the family life of the Birlings. 
(30 marks) 
AO4 [4 marks] 
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Remind yourself of the stage directions below from the start of Act 1. 
The dining-room of a fairly large suburban house, belonging to a prosperous manufacturer. It has good solid furniture of the period. The general effect is substantial and heavily comfortable, but not cosy and homelike. (If a realistic set is used, then it should be swung back, as it was in the production at the New Theatre. By doing this, you can have the dining-table centre downstage during Act One, when it is needed there, and then, swinging back, can reveal the fi replace for Act Two, and then for Act Three can show a small table with telephone on it, downstage of fi replace; and by this time the dining-table and its chairs have moved well upstage. Producers who wish to avoid this tricky business, which involves two re-settings of the scene and some very accurate adjustments of the extra flats necessary, would be well advised to dispense with an ordinary realistic set, if only because the dining-table becomes a nuisance. The lighting should be pink and intimate until the INSPECTOR arrives, and then is should be brighter and harder.) 
At rise of curtain, the four BIRLINGS and GERALD are seated at the table, with ARTHUR BIRLING at one end, his wife at the other, ERIC downstage, and SHEILA and GERALD seated upstage. EDNA, the parlour maid, is just clearing the table, which has no cloth, of dessert plates and champagne glasses, etc., and then replacing them with decanter of port, cigar box and cigarettes. Port glasses are already on the table. All five are in evening dress of the period, the men in tails and white ties, not dinner-jackets. ARTHUR BIRLING is a heavy-looking, rather 
portentous man in his middle fifties with fairly easy manners but rather provincial in his speech. His wife is about fifty, a rather cold woman and her husband’s social superior. SHEILA is a pretty girl in her early twenties, very pleased with life and rather excited. GERALD CROFT is an attractive chap about thirty, rather too manly to be a dandy but very much the easy well-bred young man-about-town. ERIC is in his early twenties, not quite at ease, half shy, half assertive. At the moment they have all had a good dinner, are celebrating a special occasion, and are pleased with themselves. 
In the rest of the play, how does Priestley present and develop some of the ideas shown here? 
(30 marks) 
AO4 [4 marks] 

Remind yourself of the ending of the play from ‘The telephone rings sharply.........’ to ‘......the curtain falls’. How do you respond to this as an ending to An Inspector Calls and how does Priestley make you respond as you do by the ways he writes? 
(30 marks) 
AO4 [4 marks] 
In the opening stage directions, Priestley refers to Eric as ‘not quite at ease, half shy, half assertive’. How does Priestley present these and other ideas about Eric in An Inspector Calls? 
(30 marks) 
AO4 [4 marks] 
How does Priestley present the relationship between Sheila Birling and Gerald Croft in An Inspector Calls? Write about: 
• what Sheila Birling and Gerald Croft say and do 
• what their relationship is like 
• the methods Priestley uses to present their relationship. 
(30 marks) 
AO4 [4 marks] 
How does Priestley present the different attitudes of Mr Birling and the Inspector? Write about: 
• what Mr Birling and the Inspector say and do 
• their different attitudes 
• the methods Priestley uses to present these different attitudes. 
(30 marks) 
AO4 [4 marks] 


How does Priestley present ideas about gender in An Inspector Calls? 
(30 marks) 
AO4 [4 marks] 
What do you think is the importance of Eva Smith in An Inspector Calls and how does Priestley present her? 
(30 marks) 
AO4 [4 marks] 
How does Priestley present Eva Smith in An Inspector Calls? Write about: 
• what we are told about Eva Smith 
• how other characters react to the news about Eva Smith 
• the methods Priestley uses to present her. 
(30 marks) 
AO4 [4 marks] 
Write about two characters in An Inspector Calls who you think feel guilty. You should write about: 
• what each character says and does 
• why each character feels guilty 
• the methods Priestley uses to show their feelings of guilt. 
(30 marks) 
AO4 [4 marks] 
Arthur Birling describes himself as ‘a hard-headed, practical man of business’. How does Priestley present this and other views of Arthur Birling in An Inspector Calls? 
(30 marks) 
AO4 [4 marks] 
How does Priestley present ideas about inequality in An Inspector Calls? 
(30 marks) 
AO4 [4 marks] 
How does Priestley present Sheila Birling in An Inspector Calls? Write about: 
• what Sheila Birling says and does 
• how other characters respond to her 
• the methods Priestley uses to present Sheila Birling. 
(30 marks) 
AO4 [4 marks] 
‘An Inspector Calls is a play about people being selfish.’ Write about two characters in An Inspector Calls whom you think are selfish. You should write about: 
• what each character says and does 
• why you think each character is selfish 
• the methods Priestley uses to make you respond as you do. 
(30 marks) 
AO4 [4 marks] 
How does the relationship between Gerald and Sheila change in An Inspector Calls and how does Priestley show the changes? 
(30 marks) 
AO4 [4 marks] 
How does Priestley present conflict in An Inspector Calls? 
(30 marks) 
AO4 [4 marks] 

How does Priestley present men in An Inspector Calls?
Write about: 
• what each character says and does 
• the methods Priestley uses to present these two male characters. 
(30 marks) 
AO4 [4 marks] 

Read the following extract and answer the question that follows. 
The INSPECTOR enters, and EDNA goes, closing door after her. The INSPECTOR need not be a big man but he creates at once an impression of massiveness, solidity and purposefulness. He is a man in his fifties, dressed in a plain darkish suit of the period. He speaks carefully, weightily, and has a disconcerting habit of looking hard at the person he addresses before actually speaking. INSPECTOR Mr Birling? BIRLING Yes. Sit down, Inspector. INSPECTOR (sitting) Thank you, sir. BIRLING Have a glass of port – or a little whisky? INSPECTOR No, thank you, Mr Birling. I’m on duty. BIRLING You’re new, aren’t you? INSPECTOR Yes, sir. Only recently transferred. BIRLING I thought you must be. I was an alderman for years – and Lord Mayor two years ago – and I’m still on the Bench – so I know the Brumley police officers pretty well – and I thought I’d never seen you before. INSPECTOR Quite so. BIRLING Well, what can I do for you? Some trouble about a warrant? INSPECTOR No, Mr Birling. BIRLING (after a pause, with a touch of impatience) Well, what is it then? INSPECTOR I’d like some information, if you don’t mind, Mr Birling. Two hours ago a young woman died in the Infirmary. She’d been taken there this afternoon because she’d swallowed a lot of strong disinfectant. Burnt her inside out, of course. ERIC (involuntarily) My God! INSPECTOR Yes, she was in great agony. They did everything they could for her at the Infirmary, but she died. Suicide, of course. 
How does Priestley create drama and tension in this extract and how does this prepare us for what is to come in the play An Inspector Calls? You should write about: 
• the drama and tension in this extract 
• the methods Priestley uses to create the drama and tension here 
• how this drama and tension prepares us for what is to come in the play. 

(30 marks) 
AO4 [4 marks] 
