


Welcome to

YEAR 9 
PARENT INFORMATION 
EVENING

Thursday 24TH SEPTEMBER 2026



YEAR TO CONSIDER



All the information you need about 
the subjects including the learning 
journeys



What to expect 
by the end of 
the year......

Students make progress in all subjects

Students make links between all subjects

Students are able to make informed 
decisions about option choices

Students are ready for the challenges of 
KS4

Students will have the skills and knowledge 
to be a successful student at the end of KS3



What we hear far too often…

"I don’t need that subject"

"What I’m learning isn’t relevant"

"It’s boring"

"This isn’t GCSE it doesn’t matter yet"



Our response as adults …

Knowledge = Confidence 

We can never know too much!

All learning is relevant in life

Learning happens over time



What do we know?

Comparative outcomes determine the number of students who get each grade

Grade 9s are hard to get – a grade 9 in the year 10 mock does not guarantee a grade 
9 overall

Students must be continuously working and  revising 

Grade boundaries get moved – some by 15 to 20 marks

Attendance has the biggest impact on outcomes 



Remember that every subject is important, even if you are not 
choosing it as an option.



Our Curriculum, Your Success

• SATs Score indicates progress 
• Less than or equal to 100 means a GCSE target of 1 – 3

• Scores between 100 and 109 means a GCSE Grades 4 – 6 

• More than or equal to 110 means a GCSE target of  7 – 9

• A successful results day in August 2030
• Building successful study habits

• Developing a love of learning

• Building a strong foundation each day











Attendance
Keith Riley– Assistant Principal



What we know about attendance?

• Maximises Academic Success: Missing lessons directly lowers exam 
performance because it is much harder to catch up on a topic than it is to learn it 
the first time.

• Protects Social Connections: Consistent attendance helps you maintain strong 
friendship groups, avoid feeling left out, and build communication skills.

• Develops Workplace Routines: Showing up every day builds the discipline, time 
management, and reliability that future employers value most.

• Reduces Stress and Anxiety: Being present keeps your workload manageable, 
stopping missed assignments from piling up and feeling overwhelming.

• Opens Future Opportunities: Achieving your target attendance unlocks access to 
special half-term house rewards, school trips, and incentives.



What we know about attendance?

School Target

97%



The Cost of Time (The Lesson Breakdown)
Small drops in attendance lead to big losses in learning time

Attendance Days absent Lessons missed Learning time lost

!  95%
Attendance →

10
Days Absent →

50
Lessons Missed → 2 weeks of school lost

!  90%
Attendance →

19
Days Absent →

100
Lessons Missed → 4 weeks of school lost

!  85%
Attendance →

29
Days Absent →

150
Lessons Missed → Nearly 6 weeks lost

×  80%
Attendance →

38
Days Absent →

200
Lessons Missed → Over 7 weeks lost

= a whole half term gone

Every day in school counts



Attendance and GCSE Success
Small changes in attendance can make a big difference to outcomes

THE 95%+ ADVANTAGE

1.9×
more likely to achieve

Grade 5+ in English & Maths

Almost double the odds

MISSING JUST 10 EXTRA DAYS

10 days
can reduce the chance of

achieving Grade 5+ by around

50%
in Year 11 English & Maths

THE 20 DAY DEFICIT

20 days absent
per school year

−1
whole GCSE grade deficit

across subjects by the end
of secondary school

Attendance adds up: every day protects learning, confidence and future choices.

Source: Department for Education research report, March 2025. Grade-deficit statement summarises published attendance research; attendance is one factor among many.



Every Minute Matters … Even before 8:50 AM 
Daily lateness Learning lost in one school year

5 MINUTES
LATE EVERY DAY

3 FULL DAYS
of missed learning a year

15 MINUTES
LATE EVERY DAY

2 FULL WEEKS
of missed learning a year

30 MINUTES
LATE EVERY DAY

19 FULL DAYS
≈ 4 weeks of missed learning a year

Punctuality Policy Reminder

8:50 AM – 9:15 AM → 30-MINUTE
SAME-DAY DETENTION AFTER 9:15 AM → 1-HOUR

SAME-DAY DETENTION

Being on time protects learning





Holidays and Medical appointments

• Unless there are exceptional circumstances, holidays during time 
term will not be authorised

• To consider exceptional circumstance, a leave of absence form must 
be completed prior to the holiday.

• We ask that all medical appointments are scheduled outside school 
hours or during school holidays.

• If the appointment is unavoidable please send your child still into 
school so they are able to obtain their morning or afternoon mark.

• Proof of medical appointments will need to be provided for them to 
be authorised.



Reporting an Absence

From October 5th all absences need to be logged on Arbor 



Our Behaviour Curriculum.
Daniel Shine – Assistant Principal



Our Values

Compassion and Kindness Respect Fairness and Belonging

We expect everyone to 
support each other to be 
open, honest and treat 

others how we want to be 
treated.

We expect everyone to 
respect themselves, 

others, our school and 
our community.

We expect everyone to 
feel safe, happy and 

listened to.



Learning Modes

Teacher-Led Learning

Independent Silent Working

Purposeful Pairs

Collaborative Group Work

















Working in partnership with you

• Work with us to support your young person

• Ask questions to understand the full picture

• Listen while considering different perspectives

• Support the school’s agreed consequences

• Encourage reflection and responsibility 

• Help your young person build resilience

• Work with staff to find positive solutions

• Keep communication open and respectful

• Share our goal: helping your young person succeed



Every Friday, parents/carers will receive an 
overview of your young person's week….

1. What will the story of your week look like?

2. Are you a positive influence or someone who is 
having a negative impact on every other 
student in your lessons?

3. What sort of conversations will this lead to at 
home? 



What to do if you have a concern.

If your concern is subject based:

1. Subject teacher / Head of Department / SEND lead

If your concern is of a pastoral nature:

1. Form tutor / SEND lead

2. Head of House / Deputy Head of House



Thinking about KS4



Supporting the decision process

24th Nov – Options Evening

Students and Parent/Carer's will attend talks 
delivered by each subject in which they will get 

all the information they need and have 
opportunities to ask questions  

20th March – Options Evening

SIMS online options portal opens



The Curriculum Offering

Options 
evening

Nov 
26th

Select 
choices 

(Round 1)
Dec 11th

Finalise 
Choices Feb 5th 



Remember that every subject is important, even if you are not 
choosing it as an option.





Thank you
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